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D R A F T  
St. Pius X Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

August 17, 2022 
 

Attending: Father Ranges, Deacon Scilla, Kevin Walker, Katharin Brink, Francesca Anelli Badillo, George May, 
John McMahon, Amir Sheydak, Collin Frisbie, Sid Harmon, Erik Rambusch, Julie Scheiwiller-Smith 
 
Not able to attend: Sid Harmon 
 
Meeting convened at 7:35 
Father Ranges opened the meeting with a prayer. 
 

Kevin welcomed Julie Schweiller-Smith as a new parish council member.  Kevin also welcomed John McMahon 
after successful back surgery. 
 

Review and Approval of the June 22, 2022 Meeting Minutes.  Minutes unanimously approved. 
 

Committee Reports 
Reminder: Please post Committee reports to our Google Docs Folder where all council members can review 
them in advance of meetings. Parish Council Google Docs Folder 
 
Faith Formation John McMahon 

• Registration for youth faith formation is in progress and recruitment of catechists is ongoing. Classes 
begin on September 11. Confirmation is for 6th grade only this year. 

• The Chosen Series Year 2 will begin the week of September 19 with a zoom session on Monday 
evenings hosted by John, and an in-person session on September 20 hosted by John Ludden. Deacon 
Gerry will host another Zoom session if there is demand for a second Zoom session to keep the 
discussion groups to a reasonable number. 

• The Men’s groups, RCIA and Essex Eats Out are continuing.  EEO is off to a good start. 
• There are emerging plans for a post confirmation pilgrimage for grades 7-10, perhaps to Rome, if there 

is interest. There will be a local pilgrimage as well here at home.  
• John has moved his office to St. Pius X into Emma’s former office. 
• Serve Our Neighbor Day will be October 29 at Holy Family. 

 
Liturgy Committee 

• Kathy reported on the planning progress for the Light of the World Retreat scheduled for 10/21-24. A 
team of seven are working on a variety of tasks from hospitality, food, lodging, transportation, and 
outreach, etc. One important decision the group made is that there will be no childcare as the sessions 
are too long for children to be in a daycare setting.  No one who is attending the retreat will have 
responsibilities during the retreat.  Information about the retreat is on the website and registration is 
available there now and paper registration will soon be in the churches. 

• Deacon Gerry is working with Margaret to recruit lectors for the 4:30 Mass. Erik Rambusch 
volunteered to be trained for that role. Deacon Gerry will train Erik and Julie, who is volunteering for 
the 9:30 Mass, at the same time. 

• The Synod of Synodalities report from the Diocese of Burlington has been shared and is available on 
the Diocesan website. 
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Social Action Committee 
• There will be a Respect Life presentation on Saturday, August 27 from 9:00 – 10:30 at the Holy Family 

Parish Center by Representative Ann Donahue who will discuss the November constitutional 
amendment vote permanently legalizing abortion in VT. (Proposal 5). 

 
Stewardship 

 
Old Business 

• While John Ludden agreed to cover some of Emma’s social media responsibilities for a short time, we 
need to find a long-term solution. Amir agreed to look for some young folks who are social media 
savvy to see if he can find a volunteer. Such a volunteer would be responding to our input on what 
needs to be published. 

• We still need a PC member to liaison with the Finance Committee.  Please let Father know if you would 
take that responsibility. It was recommended that Finance Council minutes be sent to all PC members 
and that they receive our minutes. 

• The parish council minutes have been posted to the website and the committee reports will be added. 
Kathy will prepare a blurb for the Bulletin to bring that to the parishioners’ attention.  

• Kevin inquired about continued efforts to get feedback from parishioners.  It was suggested that we 
hand out cards as folks leave that they can complete which would not require pew cards or a large 
printing. 

• The Picnic was successful with 86 people attending, great food, music, and fun games for the kids. 
Father reminded everyone that the HF/SL Pig Roast was on the August 20. 

• There was discussion about the feedback received regarding the displays for the LOTW retreat and the 
VT Proposal 5 at the Picnic. Father had approved their being on site.  

• Kathy will send out a spreadsheet to collect contact information from all parish council and finance 
council members from both parishes to facilitate communication. 

 
New Business 

• It was recommended that we change the name of our refreshments after the 9:30 Mass from Osteria 
di Sarto to Coffee Hour or a similar name that would perhaps be more welcoming and attract more 
parishioners.  It was favorably received. John offered to work with Francesca on a transition. 

 
In closing, Father Ranges said we have a lot going on in the parish and expressed his appreciation to all for our 
efforts. 
 

Our next meeting is a Joint Parish Council meeting on September 14. 
More details to come regarding time, location and in-person and Zoom options. 

 
Deacon Gerry concluded the meeting with a prayer and blessing. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:33 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Katharin Brink, Secretary 


